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SAFARI PLANNING GUIDE

Need help planning your safari? Call an Expert on +44 (0) 1722 445 925
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© Chris Fallows

Boswell, one of the big tusk elephants
in Mana Pools, Zimbabwe who has
perfected the art of rising onto his back
feet to reach seed pods from flowering
trees! He is the inspiration for our logo.
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I hope this guide will give you something 
to help you plan your once in a lifetime 
experience and make sure you get the holiday 
that is right for you.

Although I now live in the UK, this guide is 
written from the experience I have of growing 
up in Africa and travelling with my family 
on regular safaris to our region of expertise, 
Southern Africa. In particular the countries of 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana, 
Namibia, Malawi and Mozambique.

My wife Abigail and daughters Grace and 
Kristyna have grown to love Africa and have 
helped me to understand intimately the needs 
of children on safaris. They are always giving 
me ideas as to how we can improve the 
experiences we offer. We have been designing 

safaris for our clients for 15 years and have a 
reputation of working with you to ensure that 
you get the best possible safari that meets your 
budget and ‘wish list’.

Safari Addicts allows us to share our passion 
for Africa with you. We are committed 
to offering you the best possible safari 
experience whilst also being involved in 
projects that benefit areas where wildlife is 
threatened and where we can improve the 
lives of people in local communities.

We hope we can be of service to you.

Regards,

Kevin Collins
Founder Safari Addicts

DEAR SAFARI PLANNER & POTENTIAL CLIENT

You are about to embark on probably the most exciting, awe inspiring and life enriching 
holiday you have ever had. For those of you who have been fortunate to safari in 
Africa you will know how the continent draws you into its heart and always leaves you 
yearning for more. For those for whom this is your first safari experience - Welcome!

Kevin, Abigail, Grace and 
Kristyna on safari.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/malawi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/mozambique/
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There are no two safaris the same and therefore planning is essential. Whether it’s your 
honeymoon, a family experience with children or just the chance to do something you 
always wanted to do, here is our planning guide to help you zone in on what is best for you!

What type of accommodation?

There are various types of accommodation and 
levels of luxury and authenticity so it’s worth 
being aware of the options available. Many of 
our multi destination safaris offer combinations 
of accommodation choices to enhance the 
overall holiday experience:

THE STEPS TO FOLLOW TO PLAN YOUR 
PERFECT SAFARI 

Having a swimming pool provides a welcome 
retreat from the heat of the day.

Bush camps have all the luxuries you would expect 
from a lodge but within touching distance of nature.

Lodges
These are permanent structures stretching out 
from a central dining and eating area and tend 
to be larger in scale. They can be configured to 
have connecting rooms and also tend to have 
more facilities, e.g. swimming pools, and as 
such are often popular for families. 

Bush Camp
These tend to be permanent or seasonal 
structures made out of authentic materials 
(straw/reed) and tend to be in remote areas and 
closer to nature. Accommodation is ensuite 
(in fact it’s amazing the advances made in this 
area over the last 10 years!) and being that 
much more remote you need to generally be 
escorted to and from your rooms at night to 
dinner by an armed guard.

Tented Safari Camps
These permanent camps offer the most 
authentic experience but one, these days, that 
comes with no compromises. The quality of 
décor from beds to furnishings can in many 
cases take on palatial proportions and these are 
always ensuite. In many cases these can also 
be interconnected for families to share.
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Ellerman House to exquisite Dutch colonial 
style boutique hotels in the winelands or on the 
Garden Route in South Africa. We always take 
time to have afternoon tea at the Victoria Falls 
hotel, soaking up ambience of a time and period 
long gone. It is a very special place indeed!

Private Houses
For families or groups of friends travelling 
together this is often the ultimate experience. 
We as a family have had happy times at Kasaka 
Lodge perched on the banks of the Zambezi. 
A private house comes with private guide and 
safari vehicle, butler and often other private 
amenities like a swimming pool. 
 
Mobile Safari
Mobile safari camps are located wherever 
the itinerary takes you! The campsites used 
within the National Parks and Game Reserves 
are wilderness sites. A chef and crew travel in 
a separate vehicle with the equipment which 
they erect and dismantle at each wilderness 
location. The camp consists of ensuite 
wilderness tents (twin) and dining tent. This is 
a specialty of Botswana and key areas are the 
Moremi Game Reserve, Savuti Marsh and 
Central Kalahari.

Hotels and Guest Houses 
For those of you planning to combine a safari 
with say Cape Town or Victoria Falls there are 
some iconic hotels to stay in. From the majestic 
Victoria Falls Hotel to the Cape Grace and 

WHERE TO GO?
Our expertise is the Southern part of Africa, 
namely the countries of South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana, Namibia, 
Mozambique and Malawi.

The diversity of wildlife 
in this area and the depth 
of safari experiences are 
unparalleled in the whole of 
Africa.

Here is a map of the geography 
we cover. Click on the map 
to interact with it and go to the 
relevant parts of our web site for 
more information on each region.

Alternatively read on to find out a brief 
overview, from our own experiences, on 
what each country has to offer.

Even tented camps can enjoy elegant touches like 
these copper sinks at Little Makololo In Hwange.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/the-garden-route/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/moremi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/savute/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/central-kalahari/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/cape-town-and-winelands/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/malawi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/mozambique/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/
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This is the most accessible and cost effective destination. The Rand offers great value 
against the pound and the diversity of experience is exceptional.

The most popular areas are Cape Town, 
Kruger National Park (alongside the private 
reserves e.g. Sabi Sabi and Londolozi) and 
then the Coastal regions of the Garden 
Route, Eastern Cape and Natal.

South Africa has the widest appeal and is the 
most visited country in the region. It suits 
people who want a softer introduction to 
Africa or those on a more limited budget. 
It also helps that the local off peak season 
(which also happens to be the best time for 
game viewing) coincides with the European 
School holidays.

Our Tips
Self drive the Kruger in July/August. This is 
when we have holidays in Europe but schools 
in South Africa are in term time. As such you 
can experience peak game viewing without 
the crowds. 

SOUTH AFRICA

Self drive safaris in the Kruger can 
be exhilarating!

We had our most dramatic game experience 
ever this year in the Kruger when we saw 
the Big 5 twice, cheetah, a wild dog pack 
on a kill and a female hyena with 2 newborn 
pups - all in one day! The game viewing can 
be extraordinary but so can the numbers of 
people in the park at a good sighting. For a 
more exclusive safari head to Sabi Sands or 
Londolozi for example.

There are endless opportunities for 
combining Safari with South African beaches, 
or for the more intrepid the idyllic coast 
in Mozambique. This opens up all the 
possibilities for whale watching, shark diving, 
scuba and deep sea fishing!

For more information on South Africa 
please visit our website.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/cape-town-and-winelands/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/kruger-and-sabi-sands/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/the-garden-route/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/the-garden-route/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/eastern-cape/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/kwazulu-natal/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/mozambique/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
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Dug out canoe (Mokoro) safaris are 
unique to the Okavango Delta.

This is without doubt the ‘safari purists’ top destination in Africa. Stretching from 
the Zambezi through the Okavango Delta and then into the Kalahari Desert, the 
diversity of wildlife, safari experience and accommodation is superlative, but it 
does come at a cost. 

Botswana maintains a low impact tourism 
policy and a strategy that benefits the 
communities in which safari operators 
work. This, combined with the quality of 
experience, does translate into higher 
prices. If your budget can stretch to take in 
Botswana you will not be disappointed.

Our Tip
A fly in safari that takes you through 
Botswana’s various habitats is probably the 
most complete Safari experience in Africa. 

Last time we did this we stayed on the Chobe 
River where we were able to get up close to 
wildlife. We had one memorable sight of an 
elephant herd, including babies, swimming 
the Chobe River to get richer food on the 
Namibian side. 

BOTSWANA

We then flew to Savute where we saw prides 
of 20 plus lions and cheetah hunting before 
going into the Moremi and Okavango where 
safaris included boating and dugout canoes. 
For bird watchers this is paradise. Finally a few 
days in the Kalahari with its unique animal 
species tops off an incredible journey.

Botswana is a good all year round destination 
and the Green Season rates (January - April) 
can be attractive.

For more information on Botswana 
please visit our website.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/chobe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/savute/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/moremi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/okavango/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/central-kalahari/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
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Kevin tiger fishing on the Zambezi.

Zambia is the connoisseurs destination in Africa and for us as a family ranks alongside 
Zimbabwe, with a slight bias as I grew up there, as our safari destinations of choice. 

Witness the Victoria Falls from Livingstone, hot air balloon over the Northern Kafue 
Plains, visit the stunning Lower Zambezi Valley and South Luangwa.

South Luangwa in my mind (and my family 
would probably agree) is Africa’s leading 
National Park. Located in the North East of 
the country it is home to some of the best 
safari operators and guides in Africa. 

Norman Carr, Robin Pope and John 
Coppinger are just a few of the names that 
have put this special corner of Africa on 
the map. Abundant wildlife, authentic safari 
camps, top guides and legendary walking 
safaris, and night drives all set in the most 
stunning river valley.

Our Tip
Combine South Luangwa and Lower Zambezi 
for probably the most experience rich safari 

ZAMBIA

imaginable. Our latest trip to both parks 
combined all of the following: A private 
house, a bush camp, a tented camp, a 
walking safari, a canoe safari, boating on the 
Zambezi, fishing, a night drive, bush lunches 
on the banks of the Zambezi, a sleep out in 
the dry Luwi River and village visits. 

For those seeking an alternative safari and 
beach holiday why not combine South 
Luangwa with one of the luxury resorts on 
Lake Malawi? 

For more information on Zambia please 
visit our website.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/livingstone/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/livingstone/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/kafue/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/blog/safari-types/bush-walks-moonlit-sleep-outs/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/blog/safari-types/bush-walks-moonlit-sleep-outs/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/blog/safari-types/bush-walks-moonlit-sleep-outs/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
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The Victoria Falls are best viewed 
from the Zimbabwe side.

Zimbabwe is a country that most polarises people, based on its recent history of 
political turmoil, but this should not cloud your judgment and consideration of it as a 
world class safari destination. The National Parks, in particular Hwange and Mana Pools, 
provide huge concentrations of wildlife, wonderful safari camps and, in our view, the 
best safari guides in Africa. 

To spend a few days in the company of 
a ‘Zim Guide’ will awaken your senses to 
the ecosystems you are visiting. Nature 
never ceases to amaze and the symbiotic 
relationship between animal, insect, bird 
and environment is a well-played harmony 
crafted over millions of years.

Our Tip
The Victoria Falls is best seen from the ‘Zim’ 
side, where over two-thirds of the falls reside. 
Victoria Falls is also the pulsating heart of 
the region as from here we can connect you 
easily into Botswana, Zambia or Zimbabwe. 
We are experts in multi-country safaris so if you 
have a dream of knitting a journey that does not 
seem possible on paper give us the challenge!

ZIMBABWE

Combining Victoria Falls with either Chobe 
in Botswana or Hwange and Mana Pools 
in Zimbabwe combines seeing one of the 
world’s seven natural wonders with a world 
class safari experience.

For the more adventurous safari addict why 
not experience a houseboat on Lake Kariba or 
see the wilds of Gonarezhou with its amazing 
vistas and wildlife more often than not enjoyed 
in total privacy. I am a Zimbabwean by birth 
and can vouch for the safari experience in the 
country I love.

For more information on Zimbabwe 
please visit our website.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/hwange/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/mana-pools/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/chobe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/kariba-and-matusadona/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/gonarezhou/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/
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The waterholes in Etosha offer 
incredible game sightings.

Namibia has become the must visit place in Africa driven by the incredible diversity 
of the landscape including the spectacular Skeleton Coast, Namib Desert and the very 
under rated Etosha National Park. 

Namibia is a large country and is really only 
accessible by two means: Self-drive or fly in.

It is a genuine ‘Big 5 Country’ and has many 
unique species.

Our Tip
This is the ultimate self-drive safari country. 
If you don’t mind notching up the kilometres 
you will experience a world of habitats 
and wildlife. 

Try and do this trip in the Dry Season (July 
- October) as the game viewing in Etosha is 
incredible. In many cases the lodges have 
waterholes which are the stage for unfolding 
dramas on a daily basis.

NAMIBIA

The Skeleton coast with its shipwrecks, 
colonies of seals and predators is one of the 
most unique places on earth.

In the north of the country you have the 
Himba people, one of the last real tribes of 
Africa. If you have time and wish to see one of 
the last bastions of traditional African life then 
a journey to the north of the country is  
a genuine cultural experience.

For more information on Namibia please 
visit our website.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/damaraland-and-skeleton-coast/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/damaraland-and-skeleton-coast/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/etosha-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/blog/safari-types/dhow-safari-scuba-diving-sea-kayaking/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
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Mozambique offers the perfect idyll 
after a safari adventure.

Like Zimbabwe, Mozambique has had its fair share of political turmoil. Whilst some 
of its famed national parks like Gorongoza are still being slowly brought back, it is 
Mozambique’s famed coast line is that attracts both beach and watersports lovers as well 
as the Gourmands who love the fantastic seafood cuisine! 

Between the Bazaruto (South) and the 
Quirimbas (North) Archipelagos you have two 
extraordinary paradises. 

Best combined with a Safari in South Africa, 
Mozambique offers the kind of desert island 
beauty associated with some of the Indian 
Ocean islands but on a smaller scale. The water 
sports, from deep sea fishing to scuba and 
snorkelling, are world class - as is the quality of 
the food on offer.

MOZAMBIQUE

Our Tip
The Bazaruto Archipelago has been made 
easily accessible from the Kruger National 
park airport so you can be in paradise quicker 
than ever after your Big 5 safari!

For more information on Mozambique 
please visit our website.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/mozambique/bazaruto-archipelago/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/mozambique/quirimbas-archipelago/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/mozambique/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/kruger-and-sabi-sands/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/kruger-and-sabi-sands/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/mozambique/


12

There are plenty of options for relaxing or enjoying 
watersports in Mozambique and Malawi.

Malawi is home to the friendliest people in Africa who give tourists a welcome smile and 
appreciation for visiting their country.

Situated in the southern part of the Rift valley, 
Lake Malawi is a huge fresh water paradise. 
With lush vegetation and sandy beaches it 
is a water sports enthusiast’s idyll, without 
the huge numbers you would experience in 
Mauritius for example.

In addition Malawi is an up and coming 
safari destination where parks like Liwonde 
and Majete are certainly on the up! Tourist 
numbers are still low and wildlife is plentiful, 
but not as diverse as neighbouring countries.

Our Tips
The alternative ‘Beach and Bush’ experience 
is to combine South Luangwa in Zambia 

MALAWI

with the short hop to Lake Malawi and then 
spend a week or so in paradise at somewhere 
like Kaya Mawa. I would safely say this is 
one of the best Honeymoon combinations 
possible and one for those who don’t want to 
necessarily follow the tourist trail! 

For more information on Malawi please 
visit our website.

https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/malawi/lake-malawi-and-likoma-island/
https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/malawi/liwonde/
https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/malawi/zomba-and-mt-mulanje-and-the-majete/
https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/blog/safari-types/paradise-combo-bush-beach/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/malawi/
https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/malawi/lake-malawi-and-likoma-island/kaya-mawa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/malawi/
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As you will by now have gathered a safari 
is a multi-dimensional holiday combining 
different habitats and experiences. You 
need to know what is possible before you 
can really get a feel for what you think fits 
your personal dream.

The next few pages contain a list of most of 
the safari experiences you can fit into a trip to 
Southern Africa, and where we think are the 
best places to plan it into an itinerary. This is 
the hardest part of creating a safari plan and 
where engaging the knowledge of an expert 
is likely to pay dividends!

In essence you are out in the ‘bush’ around 7 
hours a day. When constructing an itinerary 
try and factor in as many of the experiences 
as you can, plus on longer trips make sure to 
ensure you have some down time too! 

DESIGNING THE 
COMPLETE SAFARI

Breakfast watching the sun rise and 
drinks at sunset are safari highlights.

Before we start let’s look at a typical day on 
safari so that you can get a feel for timings:

5.30 Wakeup call - your guide gently   
 wakes you from the slumber of   
 the African night.

6.00  Breakfast cooked and served by   
 the open fire at sunrise.

7.00 Game Drive or other activity.

11.00 Lunch and siesta.

15.30  Afternoon tea.

16.00 Game Drive or other activity.   
 Depending on where you are this   
 can extend into a night drive   
 but always with a stop for drinks 
 at sunset.

20.00 Dinner.

THE SAFARI DAY
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DAY TIME GAME DRIVE 

This is the bread and butter activity in 
every safari camp. The secret here is in 
understanding what geographical reach the 
camp has so that any major sightings can be 
accessed. Also the quality of guiding is so 
important - a game drive with someone who 
understands bushcraft intimately will open 
your eyes to the real Africa!

BOATS & CANOES

Water based safaris add a new dimension to 
the whole experience of being in the African 
bush. Getting up close to animals on river 
banks, watching hippos and crocs in their 
natural habitat, seeing bee-eaters nested in 
river banks and the myriad of bird life is very 
special. Then you have the authentic dug 
outs canoes of the Okavango delta which 
provide an insight into the local modes of 
transport. There is also fishing from small 
speedboats and for a fisherman catching 
your first tiger fish is a moment you are 
unlikely to forget!

Best places for water based safaris: Okavango 
Delta, Chobe River, Lower Zambezi and Mana 
Pools, Lake Kariba, Liwonde.

NIGHT DRIVES

This is a speciality in parts of Southern Africa 
and is certainly my family’s preferred activity. 
Kristyna is turning into an excellent spotter 
and uses eye colour at night to identify 
species. The anticipation of what you might 
see at night is enhanced as there are species 
you never see in the day. Porcupines, civet 
and several cats, aardvark and various types 
of mongoose are primarily nocturnal but 
the real thrill is seeing the elusive leopard, 
hopefully in hunt mode at night. 

Best night drives: Hwange, South Luangwa.

The anticipation of what you will see is magnified on 
a night drive.

WALKING SAFARIS

First started by Norman Carr in South 
Luangwa this is still the best way of getting 
close to nature. With an expert guide and 
scout, venture into the unknown to see 
what you encounter along the way. Being up 
close to animals in their own environment 
is still probably the most authentic safari 
experience.

Best Places for walking Safari: Lower 
Zambezi, Mana Pools, Okavango, 
Gonarezhou, South Luangwa.

A walking safari allows you to get up close with 
the wildlife.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/chobe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/kariba-and-matusadona/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/malawi/liwonde/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/hwange/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/mana-pools/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/okavango/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/gonarezhou/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
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VILLAGE COMMUNITY 
INTERACTION

By taking a safari in most places in 
Southern Africa you are benefiting the 
local community. It is true that in many 
regions there is a fine line between man 
and animal co-existing in peace so it vital 
that the tourist dollar helps support and 
develop local communities. This is done 
through employment, cams leasing land 
from local communities and finally by your 
interaction. To visit an authentic ‘Dagga 
and Straw’ village is a glimpse into the real, 
no creature comfort, lifestyle that is the 
basis for the African way of life. Friendly 
children, yappy dogs, livestock and crops 
all symbiotically mix to form village life. 
Woman’s cooperatives make handcrafts to 
sell to tourists, another important source 
of income to pay for school fees and 
medical bills. 

Best places for village visits: Victoria Falls, 
Chobe (Namibian side), Hwange, Lower 
Zambezi, Namibia, Select townships in 
South Africa.

FLY CAMPING & 
SLEEP OUTS

This is increasingly becoming a part of the 
safari experience as camps create wonderful 
opportunities for clients to get as close to 
nature as is possible. On a recent trip we 
had a sleep out in the Luwi River in South 
Luangwa National Park with a chef, guide 
and armed guard . We shared this experience 
with a pride of lions who naturally kept their 
distance and a night sky laden with stars. 
Very, very special! 

Best places for fly camping and sleep 
outs: Moremi, Hwange, Mana Pools, South 
Luangwa, Namibian Desert. 

Everyone has heard of the ‘Big 5’ although 
not everyone can name them! To see 
elephant, lion, leopard, buffalo and rhino in 
the wild is still, even for seasoned safari goer, 
one of life’s great thrills! However this is only
a needle in a giant haystack of things to see 
on safari. Not many people have heard of the 
‘Little 5’, or the ‘Ugly 5’, or of the hundreds 
of bird species, thousands of insects and the 
trees and plants that all co-exist side by
side with wildlife. It is the ultimate nature 
lesson!

Best Diversity of Wildlife: There is no one 
place but this is where multi-destination/
country safaris come into their own as you 
can see multiple habitats. 

DIVERSITY OF 
WILDLIFE

Getting up close to predators is one of the greatest 
thrills you can experience on Safari.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/moremi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/hwange/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/mana-pools/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/damaraland-and-skeleton-coast/
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SPECIALIST THEMES

Whilst the above cover the main safari 
activities and considerations there are 
many more exciting option’s if you have a 
particular interest. Some camps provide a 
focus on photography, whilst others may 
offer horse-riding safaris. In addition you may 
be interested in seeing Africa by train, have 
an interest in a particular bird species, wish 
to visit the winelands in South Africa, or see 
whales in the wild for the first time. There is a 
world of possibilities!

QUALITY OF GUIDING

Almost without exception the enthusiasm 
and knowledge conveyed by your guide will 
elevate your safari to a different Level. We have 
been fortunate to have had some incredible 
guides over the years that have shaped our 
daughter’s love of the bush. Many have 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the bush. They 
have a style of engaging with children that in 
turn encourages enthusiasm and learning. 

The quality of guiding makes a safari.

Best Guides: Zimbabwe and Zambia. 

The quality of guiding makes a safari.

WATER HOLES & HIDES

Water is a scarce commodity in parts of Africa 
and in the dry season some camps pump 
water to attract animals. Rather than going 
searching for animals they come to you! We 
have had some very memorable experiences 
in hides over the years from a wild dog kill to 
elephants brushing up against us. Perfectly 
safe but exhilarating.

Best Water holes and Hides: Etosha, Savute, 
Hwange, Mana Pools, South Luangwa. 

BUSH LUNCHES & 
DINNERS

Some camps and operators have taken this 
experience to another level with silver service 
and champagne breakfasts. However grand 
or authentic the experience having a table 
erected somewhere wild with a commanding 
view, or with animals nearby, is simply one of 
the most memorable experiences. I am always 
amazed at the quality of food that is served at 
this type al fresco meal.

Best bush lunch: Overlooking the Zambezi 
from deep within Mana Pools or Lower 
Zambezi or on the banks of Lake Kariba. One 
of our most memorable bush lunches was on 
a boat on the Chobe river watching wildlife 
come and go from the river bank

https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/etosha-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/savute/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/hwange/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/mana-pools/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/mana-pools/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/kariba-and-matusadona/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/chobe/
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Our Mission is not to overload you with so many possible itineraries that it becomes 
almost impossible to choose between them! We would rather build from the bottom up 
around what it is you exactly wish to do on your Safari to Southern Africa.

POPULAR SAFARIS

However over the years we have found that 
some journeys are repeated as they include 
what clients are searching for. The following 
are popular choices and maybe give you 
some inspiration to work from. When 

booking through Safari Addicts remember we 
are experts at multi country trips in Southern 
Africa – so what may seem impossible is 
often not!

Cape Town & Kruger. City and Safari (10 days)

This fabulous holiday brings you the best of Cape Town, the 
Winelands around Franschhoek and then to cap it all off a 3 
day, Big 5 Safari in Sabi Sands bordering the Kruger National 
park. Stay in wonderfully located 12 Apostles Hotel in Cape 
Town, The boutique Avondrood Guest House and the Luxury 
Kirkman’s camp whilst on safari. 

Luxury Namibia Self Drive (14 days)

Fabulous 4WD self-drive safari allowing you to witness all 
the country highlights: The World’s Oldest Desert - the 
Namib,Trek to the top of Magnificent Orange Red Sand 
Dunes at Sunrise, Sea Kayaking with Seals & Exploring The 
Skeleton Coast, Fantastic Rock Art at Twyfelfontein & of 
course Namibia’s premier Safari destination – Etosha.

Botswana Safari & Victoria Falls (9 days)

Seeing the Victoria Falls is on many people’s bucket list. 
Geographically the location of the Falls provides easy access 
for a follow on Safari in either Zimbabwe, Zambia or Botswana. 
Many of our clients choose Botswana for its diversity and in this 
itinerary we bring you two of its best regions – Linyanti & the 
Okavango. Fly over the Delta, enjoy water based game viewing 
and remote 4WD safaris – simply spectacular!

The Kruger and Mozambique (8 days)

The Kruger, South Africa’s leading National Park and its 
surrounding private game reserves offer fantastic wildlife 
experiences and are probably the choice for first time safari 
goers. Luxury camps, great food and diverse and easily 
accessible wildlife make for a great trip. For relaxation we 
can either do a beach in South Africa but in this itinerary the 
beautiful Mozambique coastline is the idyllic retreat.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/luxury-namibia-self-drive-safari/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/cape-town-kruger-city-safari/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/botswana-safari-victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/kruger-safari-mozambique-island-escape/
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Cape Town, Botswana Safari & Victoria Falls (15 days)

Combining the Cosmopolitan splendour of Cape Town 
with the majesty of one of the world’s natural wonders, The 
Victoria Falls & then a safari in Botswana’s famous Okavango 
Delta makes for a special safari.

Best of Zimbabwe (10 days)

Zimbabwe is Africa in the raw. Its magnificent National 
Parks are complimented by some of the best wildlife 
guides in Africa. After seeing Victoria Falls move on to see 
Hwange and the Legendary Mana Pools. Stay in the Colonial 
Masterpiece that is the Victoria Falls Hotel and then 2 luxury 
camps in some of the most pristine wildlife reserves in Africa. 

Ultimate Family Safari (11 days)

We are experts in family safaris as we have done so many 
with our own over the years. The quality of guiding and the 
variety of content make for a great family experience. Visit 
Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe on this once in a lifetime 
Big 5 Safari. 

The Blue Train, Cape Town & Victoria Falls (10 days)

This is where the joy lies as much in the journey as it does in 
the destination. South Africa has 2 iconic trains – the Blue 
Train and Rovos Rail and we use both. Stay in the Splendour 
of the Cape Grace Hotel, visit the stunning winelands area, 
enjoy a 2 day luxury train trip on the famous Blue Train 
before finishing your trip at the Victoria Falls Safari Club 
overlooking an active wildlife waterhole and nearby the 
Victoria Falls.

Tanzania Great Migration (9 days)

Whilst we specialise in Southern Africa over the years we 
have had many requests to witness one of nature’s most 
amazing spectacles – The Great Migration. Intimate Mobile 
Camp following The Great Migration, Luxurious Tented 
Accommodation, walking Safaris, all Day Game Drives with 
Picnic Lunches & the Option to go up in a Hot Air Balloon. 

Classic Zambia Safari (8 days)

Zambia is the connoisseurs destination and a safari needs to 
include the magnificent South Luangwa and Lower Zambezi 
Game sanctuaries. Game Drives,Bush Walking, water Based 
Game Viewing in the Lower Zambezi, Knowledgeable Guides 
and Bush Dining make this an incredible experience.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/classic-zambia-safari/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/cape-town-cape-winelands-botswana-safari-victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/best-of-zimbabwe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/ultimate-family-safari-adventure/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/the-blue-train-cape-town-victoria-falls/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/itineraries/tanzania-the-great-migration/
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Starting the process of booking a Safari can be a bit overwhelming even before you overlay 
the particular needs of children. We are strong advocates on the benefits safaris have on 
children - ours have a deep rooted love of Africa and nature as a result. The following is 
based on our years of experience and is designed to help you.

TRAVELLING WITH CHILDREN ON SAFARI

Kristyna at a lion Sighting.

An African safari is a truly wonderful and 
inspirational experience for children. To 
see nature and wildlife up close and to 
watch animals interacting in such a different 
environment is a memory that will last with 
them forever. 

However, you have to seriously think about 
whether they are old enough to cope with 
a safari. From personal experience we 
recommend safaris to children older than 6 
or 7. Even at this age they have to be pretty 
mature and resilient with the early starts and 
hours spent searching for game! 

Sometimes you go a long time without seeing 
anything exciting, other times you need to 
sit and wait patiently at a waterhole for the 
animals to arrive and occasionally you may 
witness a kill which can be quite upsetting. 

At all times you need to be quiet and calm 
so as not to frighten the animals away. 
Sometimes a lion can walk straight past the 
jeep, an elephant can brush alongside or a 

crocodile can swim under the canoe and you 
need children than can respect the situation, 
keep calm, and be thrilled by it, rather than 
frightened by it. 

Battery charging is limited in many camps 
and so you cannot assume that you will be 
able to charge up their dvd players/ipads and 
various gadgets as cameras take priority.

Kristyna and the outstanding John from Norman Carr 
Safaris. Africans have a natural love of children.

https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/blog/safari-types/family-safaris/
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FOR ADULTS TRAVELLING WITH CHILDREN 
THESE ARE OUR TOP TIPS:

Grace and Kristyna - The Bone Collectors!

Upgrade to a private guide and safari 
vehicle. This way the guide can tailor 
his talk to appeal to your family alone 
and can change the length of the 
game drive if required. When we had 
our 6 year old with us we arranged to 
arrive back at camp after a night drive 
30 minutes before everyone and for 
evening meal to be waiting for her. That 
meant she could get straight off to bed 
after dinner - fresh for the 5.30 start the 
following morning.

Brief the camps before you go on what 
your children are happy eating so that 
if necessary simple/non-spicy and 
appropriate food is available for them.

Take lots of activities with you to do 
on the game drives. Here are some 
suggestions that have worked for us:

• Our daughters were challenged and loved 
to write poems or draw any animal they 
saw. The poems we wrote this summer on 
safari were judged by the camp staff and 
guides. Suffice to say Kristyna won. 

• Take a check book of all the animals and 
birds in the area. They love ticking them 
off as they see them and seeing how many 
they can get.

• Depending on their age put them in charge 
of the video or the camera to keep them 
engaged longer.

1 

2

3

Children love discovering things on walking safaris.
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• Set them challenges as to who sees the 
first particular type of animal of the day. 
Collect items from the bush and keep a 
diary stuffed with these memories.

• We found when young our daughters 
coped much better with a monocular 
rather than binoculars, which are harder 
to focus.

Think about different type of safaris. 
Different safaris have different qualities 
when it comes to children:

• Boat safaris are great fun for kids. They like 
the ease of the boat - getting close to the 
elephants drinking is a particular joy. There 
is more space to have their ‘activities’ with 
them, and boat safaris get you to sightings 
really fast.

• Ask them what particular animals they 
really want to see lots of, so you tailor your 
destination or game drive accordingly. 
If its elephants then you know you want 
to go to Chobe in Botswana or Hwange 
in Zimbabwe. If it’s leopards than South 
Luangwa in Zambia is the place to go. 
Don’t worry you will see lots of other 
animals too!

• Kids love bones so we always ask the guides 
to stop at a skeleton so we can examine it. 
In some ways they are more fascinated by 
the bones than the live animals!

• Mix up the Safaris with visits to the local 
villages. We had an extraordinary visit to a 
very simple village in Namibia which really 
opened our teenagers eyes to how other 
people live.

• Mix up the Safaris with a stop at Victoria Falls 
where you can do so many activities such as 
river rafting, zip wiring and helicopter trips. 
There is something for everyone there and is 
particularly great for teenagers!

• Kids love nature trails and adventure, and if 
old enough to go, really enjoy the walking 
safari’s where they can see things up close 
and learn how to track different hoof or 
paw prints (please note though that young 
children are not allowed on walking safaris 
as they maybe a bit too ‘snack’ sized for a 
hungry cat!)

• Canoeing safaris are also popular with 
our girls who enjoy the physical activity 
as much as actually seeing the animals 
up close. This is a very peaceful way to 
experience Africa.

• Fishing is a great one for children. The first 
time we went we had fish eagles swooping 
overhead and with a bit of help our 6 year 
old daughter caught her own tiger fish 
whilst a huge male giraffe looked on lazily 
from the river bank. Years later she still talks 
about her first tiger fish that she caught! 

Go to a camp with a swimming pool. 
However small the pool they will love 
an hour in there at lunchtime before 
their afternoon snooze.

Finally check which camps take children 
as some of them have a minimum age. 
They also tend to have guides who are 
specialists in looking after children.

5

6

Experience the thrill of being a co-pilot and spotting 
animals on an inter camp flight!

4

https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/blog/safari-types/canoe-mokoro/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/chobe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/hwange/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/victoria-falls/
https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/blog/safari-types/canoe-mokoro/
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When planning your African safari its best to know what to expect at different times of the 
year. Southern Africa is warm and sunny throughout most of the year but certain countries 
and even regions within a country experience variations. The key thing to remember if 
you’re planning a safari is the difference between the dry and wet seasons.

WHEN TO GO TO SOUTHERN AFRICA

The winter, between May and October, is the dry 
season in Southern Africa. This is when game 
viewing is at its best, especially in the hotter, 
drier months at the end of the season. Thirsty 
animals congregate at waterholes, trees are 
often bare and vegetation is sparse - all of which 
makes it much easier to see wildlife. It’s often 
cold at night during mid-winter but daytime 
temperatures are mild and the risk of malaria is 
at its lowest. 

The summer wet season is between December 
and March, a hot and sometimes humid 
period with short but intense bursts of rain. 
The Southern African landscape is beautifully 
green at this time of year. The bird watching 
is exceptional and many animals give birth, 
offering a special game viewing experience, not 
least when marauding predators move in for an 
easy kill. 

Use the table on the next page to find out the 
best times to visit different countries and regions.

The summer wet season is a great time to 
see younger animals.

Mid-May - August is the best time for seeing 
the Victoria falls.
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The best times to visit Southern Africa Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Zimbabwe Hwange (N & NW)

Hwange (SE)

Matusadona

Mana Pools

Matobo

Botswana Moremi & 
Okavango Delta

Linyanti

Savute

Chobe

Nxai Pan

Makgadikgadi

Zambia South Luangwa 
(Northern)

South Luangwa 
(Central & Southern)

Lower Zambezi

Namibia Etosha

Nambi-Naukluft

Skeleton Coast

South Africa Kruger

Private Reserves

KwaZulu Reserves

Excellent Good Fair PoorKey: Closed

https://www.big5safaris.co.uk/blog/safari-types/canoe-mokoro/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/hwange/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/hwange/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/kariba-and-matusadona/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/mana-pools/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zimbabwe/matobo/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/okavango/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/okavango/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/linyanti-selinda-and-kwando/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/savute/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/chobe/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/makgadikgadi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/makgadikgadi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/north-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/south-luangwa-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/lower-zambezi/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/etosha-national-park/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/sossusvlei-and-swakopmund/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/damaraland-and-skeleton-coast/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/kruger-and-sabi-sands/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/kruger-and-sabi-sands/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/kwazulu-natal/
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SHAPING YOUR BUDGET & GETTING 
THE MOST VALUE

Safaris are not cheap but a budget in the hands of people who understand how to get 
value can go a long way. A dose of realism however is required. 

Remember that once in camp everything is 
included - guiding, meals, drinks, experiences, 
laundry and vehicles. As a guide you should 
expect to spend between £450 to £900 per 
person per night on a camp based safari. 

South Africa and Namibia operate towards the 
lower end of costs whilst Botswana and Zambia 
the higher end. This can go higher if you are on 

a fly-in safari with a number of flights required.

We are often able to stretch budgets through 
working with partners on multi-destination 
itineraries and also by utilising Green Season 
rates (January - April) when costs are about 
60% of peak. 

Knowing where to go in the Green Season is a skill!

Through the depth of contacts we have in Southern Africa we are continually assessing 
which operators we work with based on a number of criteria, but of utmost importance 
is their care of the environment and communities they work within. We in turn recycle a 
proportion of our profit into key projects that we have particular empathy with.

SAFARI ADDICTS - ETHICAL TRADING

Our ongoing charity works supports a number of 
organisations. This includes the Zambezi Society 
for all the work it does in protecting the wildlife 
in the Zambezi Valley - one of Africa’s most 
beautiful, yet vulnerable corners. We have also 
witnessed first-hand the devastation that AIDS 
has had in Sub-Saharan Africa and how families 
and communities have been decimated. Orphans 
without much hope and families on the brink of 
poverty have been aided through the excellent 
work of charities like SOS Africa and with their 
help we are sponsoring a child through the whole 
of her education.

As I mentioned my daughters, who have 
been fortunate to experience and grow to 
love and care about Africa, are involved and 
have championed these causes at school and 
university. Kristyna through various charity roles 
at school continues to raise money to support 
our sponsored children through the SOS charity. 
So far we have helped Mishelene and now 
Benecia through a large part of their education.
 

Supporting Zam Soc allows majestic bull elephants 
like Boswell, the inspiration for our logo, to survive the 
threats that poaching brings.

Grace undertook her thesis at university around 
the stigma attached to AIDS in African society. 
This entailed researching on the ground and 
visiting schools, hospitals and villages to assess the 
impacts. We were delighted when Nottingham 
University nominated her to the Royal Geographic 
Society for an award. She has now gone to 
work for a leading charity whose role is to make 
orphanages obsolete by reintroducing kids back 
into their wide family groups. This keeps Africa top 
of her mind on a daily basis.

https://www.safariaddicts.com/south-africa/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/namibia/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/botswana/
https://www.safariaddicts.com/zambia/
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A guide can play a very important 
part in your safari.

*Note how important guiding plays in your safari!

A VIP meet and greet on arrival in Africa 
is a great way to start your holiday 
after a long flight to an unfamiliar 
country. We offer this to all our clients 
as it fast tracks your entry, which in 
Johannesburg, for example, can save 
huge amounts of time. 

While seeing the Big 5 is everyone’s 
dream so much is gained from learning 
about Africa’s smaller creatures. Ask 
about the ‘Little 5’ or ‘Ugly 5’ and also 
about the birds, insects, flora and fauna. 
You will be amazed at how the total 
ecosystem works.

A real safari is one of the greatest and 
most memorable holiday’s you will 
ever do. Put your phone, computer and 
watch away and immerse yourself in 
nature as a series of once in a lifetime 
moments unfold before your eyes.

Safaris are not cheap but with clever 
budget management a good tour 
operator will ensure a balance 
between budget, length of safari 
and experiences.

The quality of guiding makes your 
safari and also ensures your safety.

Private guiding makes all the 
difference, especially if you are a 
family. Be in control of where to go, 
what to do and how long to spend at 
every sighting. Child friendly camps 
have guides used to keeping young 
ones amused!

If this is your first safari do it with a 
guide! Most of the experience lies 
beyond just seeing animals but being in 

the presence of someone who understands 
bushcraft.

When planning a safari ensure 
that you get to sample the whole 
spectrum of safari experiences. Day 
drives, night drives, boating safaris, 
bush meals, fishing, village or school 
visits all introduce a new dimension to 
your trip.

If you have any special interests log them 
with your tour operator so they can 
forewarn the camps before your arrival.

A great safari is like a good book. It 
should have a beginning, middle and 
end and keep you wanting to experience 
the next day. Expert advice will help you 
paint your own masterpiece! 

KEVIN’S TOP 10 SAFARI PLANNING TIPS*

1 
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https://www.safariaddicts.com/first-time-safaris/


26

WHY TRAVEL 
WITH US?

We are a family business known 
for our high levels of customer 
service. You benefit from a wealth 
of experience and impartial advice 
gained over 12 years of looking 
after discerning clients. 

Your flight inclusive safari is 
protected by our ATOL Licence (no. 
6578). Be careful booking through 
companies in Africa or a non-
bonded company as your money is 
at risk.

You pay no more by booking 
through us than by going direct and 
our expertise will often make the 
difference to the journey we work 
up for you.

We don’t offer the whole of Africa 
but prefer to concentrate in areas 
where we have spent a lot of time, 
or in my case grew up in! We 
believe that the diversity of both 
wildlife and safari experience is 
unbeatable.

We are multi-destination/country 
specialists in Southern Africa. If you 
are looking for a safari combining 
National Parks or one that crosses  
borders then we know the best 
ways to make this happen.

1 

2

3

4

5

ESSENTIAL GEAR

• Binoculars (consider a monocular for 
young children) 

• Pens, pencils, note books. Great for 
kids diaries and always well received 
in villages

• Sun tan lotion and after sun

• After bite

• Lip balm

• Sanitary requirements

• Sunglasses - preferably with   
polarised lenses

• Camera - with you at all times and ready 
to point and shoot! Plenty of memory 
cards and a water proof case

• Citronella

• Malaria tablets

• Swimming costume

• Flip-flops for walking around camps

• Plug adaptor - generally in Africa plugs 
are 3 pronged round or square 

• Vaccination certificate

• Copy prescriptions of any  
essential medicines

• Birth certificate for children as these 
are a requirement for getting into a few 
southern African countries now

• Wide brimmed hat

• Torch 

• Good walking boots

Here is a list of the must pack items for a safari:

CALL US NOW ON  
+44 (0)1722 445925

Want to talk?
SPEAK TO A  
SAFARI ADDICT

Want to get in touch?
SEND US AN  
ENQUIRY

Want to visit us?
MEET A SAFARI 
ADDICT

VISIT US FILL OUT OUR FORM

https://www.safariaddicts.com/contact-us/

